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Pauline Hanson’s One Nation Party
and the “Port Arthur Conspiracy”
“That’s the sort of nonsense… that goes around in rural Australia and that’s why I
believe under no circumstances could I give my preferences to Pauline Hanson.”
National Party Senate leader Ron Boswell on the Port Arthur Conspiracy, 20/2/2001.

In declaring his reasons for placing the One Nation Party last on his ballot paper,
National Party Senator Ron Boswell cited the fact that Pauline Hanson subscibes to the
“Port Arthur Conspiracy”, which demonstrates the One Nation Party’s far-right
associations and overtones. Given that, at the next Federal election, the last senate
seat in Queensland will be contested by both Boswell and Hanson, this is a highly
principled stance by Boswell, who has been a long-standing campaigner against
Australia’s racist right.
The Port Arthur Conspiracy forms an integral part of the “New World Order” conspiracy,
which is at the core of the racist mindset of the Australian far-right. This ADC Special
Report explores the origins of the Port Arthur Conspiracy, the nature of its claims, the
support it has amongst racists, and the sanction it has been given by One Nation.
ORIGINS OF THE PORT ARTHUR CONSPIRACY
The Port Arthur Conspiracy was first documented by West Australian Joe Vialls. This is
not the first conspiracy that Vialls has offered regarding shootings. Declaring himself to
be “an independent investigator with thirty years direct experience of international
military and oilfield operations”, he has long alleged that a conspiracy took place in
relation to the 1984 murder of policewoman Yvonne Fletcher, while she was on duty
outside the Libyan Embassy in London. Vialls argues that his research in that instance
revealed conclusively that Fletcher was shot by “American Multinational Personnel”,
hoping to foment anti-Libyan sentiment in the West.
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Vialls has utilised far-right forums to advance the Conspiracy, including articles in The
Strategy, Australia’s foremost far-right newspaper published in Victoria by Ray Platt,
and in The National Interest, published by Queenslander Tony Pitt, formerly of the
Confederate Action Party. Vialls’ book, Deadly Deception at Port Arthur, was published
in 1999, based on his writings in The Strategy.
Vialls has also found a wide audience for his ideas on the Internet, establishing a
website, hosted by the US-based GeoCities free web service, which formed the basis of
his online activity. Today, there are a number of far-right sites citing Vialls’ writings, and
advocating that anti-firearm legislation be repealed.
THE NATURE OF THE PORT ARTHUR CONSPIRACY
The Port Arthur Conspiracy contends that it was agents of the Federal Government, not
Martin Bryant, who carried-out the killings of 32 people at Port Arthur, Tasmania, in
1996. The massacre was allegedly orchestrated by the Federal Government to provide
sufficient cause to enact legislation outlawing firearms, to disarm Australians as part of
the “New World Order” (NWO).
The NWO is the belief that small powerful groups are seeking to subjugate the world’s
population in the pursuit of wealth and power. The alleged figures behind these groups
are the Jews – usually described in coded terminology as the bankers – and Asians.
The racist right contends that these groups operate through international institutions,
particularly the United Nations, which they use to undermine sovereignty around the
world. Once in control, liberty is to be revoked, immigrants are to arrive and ordinary
citizens, who have been disarmed, are to become slaves of the NWO.
The Australian Government is supposedly beholden to these NWO powers. Racists
claim that Asian immigration and its concomitant multiculturalism are evidence of the
way in which the NWO has begun taking over Australia. Aboriginal land rights and
reconciliation, seen as an attempt to replace Australia with a black state, are regarded
by racists as another of the NWO's primary tools. Port Arthur is seen as merely another
facet of the NWO's attempts to subjugate our population by outlawing firearms. Racist
groups perceive themselves to be the last bastion against the onslaught of the NWO,
with weapons their last means of defence.
A central argument in Vialls’ theory is that amateur video footage of the time of the Port
Arthur massacre was released as a “media stunt” to cement the fabricated facts of the
incident. He argues that this media footage was released immediately prior to
sentencing in Martin Bryant’s court hearing, thus justifying the life sentence imposed.
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A key fact in his argument is the comparison between the several amateur videos that
were recorded on that day. He argues that the central video, depicting a far off Bryant
near the Broad Arrow Café (the site of most of the murders), is clearly shot under
overcast skies. In comparison to other amateur videos, he notes that they all seem to
depict a bright day with few clouds. Further, the man shown is carrying a package
(allegedly containing weapons) which Vialls claims, on proper scaling, could not be the
weapons allegedly used in the massacre. Lastly, he claims that close examination of the
central footage shows three men standing outside the Broad Arrow Café immediately
after Bryant had moved from there to the bus park. Vialls argues that one man is
“standing to the left of the entrance casually leaning on the balustrade with one hand,
the second is standing casually on the right smoking a cigarette, and the third is
standing directly in front of the door filming the running blond man with a video camera.”
Indeed, Vialls claims that these three men are involved in directing Bryant for the
camera, and may have helped create the massacre.
Vialls claims that Bryant could not have acted alone in committing the massacre, and
was indeed a “patsy” of the forces behind the event. He argues that the “murder rate”
inside the Broad Arrow Café required, at the very least, a highly intelligent army-trained
precision sniper. How could this have happened, he asks, at the hands of a belowaverage IQ and untrained Bryant?
Vialls explains that the massacre was orchestrated with military precision and coldhearted intention: “Are we to believe that a bunch of planners sat round a table and
arranged the premeditated murders of 35 Australians? Unfortunately the answer is yes.
All of the hard evidence at Port Arthur bears the distinctive trademark of a planned
‘psyop’… Because of their illegal nature psyops are never formally ordered by
governments, but are discreetly arranged through multinational corporations and
others… Patsies are normally used as decoys, deliberately inserted into the psyop to
deflect attention away from the specialist group, allowing the latter time to extract safely
from the operational area while the patsy takes the blame.”
The Port Arthur massacre, it is argued, was the most visible and emotional event in a
campaign to disarm the civilian population of Australia. Vialls points out that as Yvonne
Fletcher’s murder in Britain mobilised anti-Libyan sentiment, leading to mass
deportation of Libyan nationals, so the Port Arthur massacre served to cement antisporting shooter rights leading to a mass disarmament – the gun amnesty of 1996. He
argues, “Directly linked to this (massacre) was a massive funded campaign to disarm
the Australian people in spite of significant external threats to our national security.”
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Vialls argues that “There is now also convincing hard evidence that the gun control
proposals accepted by Police Ministers in May 1996 were prepared before the
massacre, by an ideological senior bureaucrat with United Nations connections.” This,
he claims, is irrefutable proof that the United Nations also had an interest in cementing
anti-gun support in Australia.
THE CONSPIRACY AMONGST THE RACIST RIGHT
In addition to The Strategy and The National Interest noted above, the Port Arthur
Conspiracy has been advanced by many far-right groups. These include:
Militias: Brigadier General Ted Serong of the AUSI Freedom Scouts believes in the
conspiracy, as does the group’s Queensland leader, Ron Heppes. In addition, 13 of 17
participants questioned on one of their militia training courses expressed their belief in
this idea. Heppes openly admitted that most of his members were either One Nation
members or supporters, and many militia figures were involved in One Nation.
Holocaust-Deniers: The Adelaide Institute’s Fredrick Toben has given consideration to
the Conspiracy declaring, “It was during our January speaking tour that one of our
Queensland supporters in Brisbane said Martin Bryant could never have done the job
so perfectly. This massacre was the trigger for a national uniform gun law.” Geoffrey
Muirden of the Australian Civil Liberties Union contends that the Port Arthur massacre
may have been “manufactured to ‘convince’” the public of the need for uniform gun
laws, noting that the incident was preceded by Australia signing UN conventions to
“implement universal disarmament”. A compilation of Vialls’ writings has also been
widely promoted in various far-right publications, such as The Strategy, as being
available from Holocaust-denier E Nowak.
Christian Identity: The Adelaide-based Christian Identity publication Living Light has
claimed that the government’s swift action on gun control “leaves one wondering if the
disarming of Australia was already fully planned, just waiting for the right moment for its
implementation?” The Christian Identity Ministries in far-North Queensland promotes
Vialls’ book, with details of how they can be purchased from E Nowak.
New Age Racism: New age racist magazines Exposure and Nexus have published
articles by Vialls, with then Exposure editor David Summers saying in relation to the
Port Arthur tragedy, “Many people feel that there may be some connection between the
global ‘pushing’ of International Gun Laws and Anti-terrorist Bills, and with massacres
such as Dunblane or Port Arthur”.
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ONE NATION’S SUPPORT
While One Nation’s support for the Port Arthur Conspiracy has been highlighted by
Senator Boswell’s recent remarks, Hanson and her party have long flirted with this idea.
In 1998, Hanson told the racist new age magazine, Exposure: “I know there are lot of
theories floating around... but I need facts. I cannot say what is true or not until I have all
the information in front of me. I cannot say why all this has happened. As much of it
seems to be hearsay, I just don’t know. I want to work on what is best for Australia.”
By failing to condemn this conspiracy, Hanson allowed it to become an acceptable and
widely held view within the party. In the 1998 Northcote by-election in Victoria, for
example, One Nation candidate Nikolas Kavalenak voiced his support for it. In June
1998, One Nation Sale Branch President and Gippsland candidate Tony Peters called
for a Royal Commission to reveal the alleged cover up.
The 1997 book, Pauline Hanson’s The Truth, declared that “Behind the gun controllers
is the black claw of the internationalist elite of ‘The New World Order’”. These thoughts
were echoed by One Nation Queensland MP Jeff Knuth who, in 1998, told a stunned
Queensland Parliament that the killings were part of a conspiracy to enact “laws
hatched in a far away foreign capital” to rid the world of the right to bear arms.
In August 2000, Update, the official magazine of Pauline Hanson's One Nation Party,
asked whether Port Arthur mass-murderer Martin Bryant "fulfill[ed] the same function as
Lee Harvey Oswald in the Kennedy killing”? Answering yes, it suggested that "millions
of Australians" know this. Consistent with the idea that the Port Arthur Conspiracy is
part of the “New World Order” conspiracy, Update columnist Martin Lerar declared that
the event "demonstrated the slavish servility of our pollies to the United Nations".
Now that she is back in the spotlight, Hanson has once again become a vehicle in which
extremist conspiracies, such as Port Arthur, are brought into the mainstream. Thus,
when asked by Laurie Oakes on Channel Nine’s Sunday Program on 18 February 2001,
whether she disagreed with her supporters who espoused the conspiracy, she
equivocally responded, “I’ll ask you, Laurie, was a full investigation put into Port Arthur,
or was it tied up for thirty years?”
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