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 "The primary motivation of Holocaust deniers is antisemitism, and for them
the Holocaust is an infuriatingly inconvenient fact of history. After all, the
Holocaust has generally been recognised as … the very emblem of evil in the
modern age … What better way to rehabilitate antisemitism, make antisemitic
arguments seem once again respectable in civilised discourse, and even
make it acceptable for governments to pursue antisemitic policies than by
convincing the world that the great crime for which antisemitism was blamed
simply never happened – indeed, that it was nothing more than a frame-up
invented by the Jews, and propagated by them through their control of the
media?"

 – Walter Reich, New York Times Book Review, 11 July 1993

INTRODUCTION

Holocaust denial began during the Second World War as the Nazi murderers sought to
hide evidence of their atrocities. Today, Holocaust deniers likewise seek to deny the
crimes of the Nazis in the hope of rehabilitating Nazism. In this endeavour Holocaust
denial has developed into a particularly vicious strain of antisemitism.

Holocaust denial rests on a world view, a set of beliefs, not on rational analysis of
evidence. It is a mistake to think that deniers can be persuaded to change their views by
rational argument.

Holocaust denial has existed in Australia since the end of the Second World War through
groups such as the Australian League of Rights. However, it was not until the late 1970s
that Holocaust denial gathered momentum on these shores as part of an international
push to rehabilitate Nazism. This culminated in the establishment of the Adelaide Institute
(AI) in 1994. Linked to Holocaust denial organisations across the globe, the AI pursues an
agenda which is not only antisemitic but also anti-Aboriginal, anti-multicultural and white
supremacist.
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ABOUT THE ADELAIDE INSTITUTE

The AI first came to public attention in February 1994, when members of the Adelaide
Jewish community coming out of a charity screening of Schindler’s List were handed a
badly typed one-page flier headed, “The Lie of the Auschwitz Homicidal Gas Chambers”.
Entitled "Truth Missions", this is the first known document disseminated by the AI.

In June 1994 the publication was renamed "The Adelaide Institute", based on their
attempt to emulate the academic standing of “The Sydney Institute”. By giving it a
deceptively academic sounding name, they hoped to invoke recognition, academic
respectability, public prestige and media acceptance.

The AI’s main activity is the publication of Holocaust denial material in their newsletter and
on their website. They also hold conferences, speak to other far-right groups, lobby
government and participate in academic and other forums relating to the Holocaust. The
organisation has no more than 250 members and operates from the home of its founder,
Dr Fredrick Toben, in suburban Adelaide.

LEADERSHIP

While the AI has the pretence of being a quasi-academic body, none of the AI leadership
has historical qualifications.

Toben directs the Adelaide Institute. Born in Germany in 1944 he
migrated with his family to Australia in 1954. He holds a number of
undergraduate degrees and a PhD in philosophy. Toben began to
espouse Holocaust denial during his period of unemployment following

his dismissal from the Department of Education in 1985. Toben has spoken at events
organised by Australia's oldest antisemitic organisation, the Australian League of Rights,
and is one of the most active Holocaust deniers in Australia.

In November 1999 in Mannheim, Germany, Toben was convicted and sentenced to ten
months in prison for the crimes of incitement, disparagement and insulting the memory of
the dead. Denying what happened in the Holocaust is illegal in Germany and a conviction
can bring up to five years in prison. According to his travel diary on the AI website, Toben
travelled to Germany to purposely challenge this law. Amnesty International refused to
adopt Toben as a “prisoner of conscience”, despite several requests by the AI. Amnesty
declared that the definition of “prisoner of conscience” specifically excludes “people who
are imprisoned for having advocated national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence”. This includes “those who advocate the
denial of the Holocaust” [AI 8/99].

Melbourne-based Geoff Muirden is the assistant director and is also a
columnist for the Bendigo-based far-right publication, The Strategy. He
was the former secretary of another Holocaust denial organisation, the
Australian Civil Liberties Union (not to be confused with the respected

Australian Council for Civil Liberties), but was removed after writing letters on ACLU
letterhead to a Christian clergyman describing Jews as the Antichrist, responsible for
manipulating Christians.

South Australian AI associate David Brockschmidt is a leading
figure in the organisation.  Despite his unlikely background as the
son of anti-Nazi parents who helped supply trucks to Oskar
Schindler during the war, he has become an outspoken critic of the
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film Schindler’s List and has said: “Hollywood achievers will do anything including lie,
falsify historical facts and spread gross disinformation for the love of money and
overblown egos” [open letter to Steven Spielberg 4/2/94], and that “When it comes to
blood, guts and excrement some of our Jewish brothers and sisters are real experts. For
example, the boys in Schindler’s/Swindler’s List floating in shit” [AI 8/99].

THE ADELAIDE INSTITUTE’S PRIMARY ARGUMENTS

DENIAL OF THE HOLOCAUST

The AI believe that their approach “will close the ‘knowledge gap’ between historians and
the public, put history into line with the historical facts and divide the historical facts from
the hysterical ‘facts’ of war propaganda” [Brockschmidt: AI 8/99]. The AI – in line with
overseas organisations that deny the Holocaust – attempts to achieve this by propagating
the following arguments:

1. There was no overall deliberate, co-ordinated policy to exterminate European Jewry.
The "Final Solution" involved deportation, not extermination.

2. Gas was not used for extermination, but only for delousing and to dispose of bodies
that had succumbed to other forms of death, especially disease.

3. Six million Jews were not killed. The more likely number is around 500,000.

The above arguments are derived by:

1. Using information selectively: The claim regarding the number of deaths is based on
entries in the Auschwitz register, even though the register was only for those sent for
slave labour, not those sent for immediate gassing.

2. Quoting out of context: Their claim of only 6.5 million Jews in Europe before the war
comes from a Chambers Encyclopedia entry which gives this figure, excluding Russia
and countries not under Nazi domination in 1939; yet it was these territories which
had large Jewish populations where most of the Nazi victims came from.

3. Using unsubstantiated (and often conflicting) arguments of supposed logic: Deniers
have claimed that gas could not have been used to kill Jews because it would have
threatened the Nazis who were doing the killing; this contradicts other statements that
the gas was used for delousing, as if those doing the gassing – and the victims
themselves – all of a sudden became immune to its life-threatening effects.

ANTISEMITISM

Rather than historical facts, the AI’s Holocaust denial
agenda is predicated on antisemitism, arguing that
Judaism is an inherent evil and is communist by nature.
This is the very same argument espoused by Nazi
Germany. AI spokesmen referring to the “Jewish-
Bolshevik Holocaust” repeatedly express this view for,
they maintain, rather than victims of the Nazi Holocaust,
Jews are the perpetrators of other holocausts. AI
statements on this subject include:

“We see how difficult
it is for the Jews
to abandon their

hate-filled
Talmudic tradition”
- Dr Fredrick Toben
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⇒ Brockshmidt speaks of the “philosophical and religious link between Talmudic
Judaism and Marxism-Leninism” [AI 8/95].

⇒ Muirden argues that Bolshevism was “a Jewish creation maintained by Jews,
which would make them liable for the murders, tortures and slavery committed in its
name" [AI 8/95].

⇒ Toben has written that, “most NKVD people were under Jewish influence” and
that “the Tsar’s family were executed by Jewish Bolsheviks” [Toben’s diary, AI website,
entries for 11/3/99 and 20/3/99].

⇒ Brockschmidt blames Jews not only for the deaths of 60 million Russians, but
also for the deaths of 80 million Chinese: “While the Christian Crusaders, the Christian
churches and the Nazis walked in innocent Jewish and Muslim blood for the last 2000
years, the Jews have waded in innocent Gentile blood for the last 5000 years – from
Abraham and Moses to Trotsky and Kaganovich, from Beria to Baruch Goldstein.
Every time the Zionists pull out the worn-out Auschwitz card, we will pull out the Gulag
card – 60 million victims of mainly Bolshevik-Jewish atrocities in the Soviet empire and
80 million in Communist China” [AI 8/95].

While the AI denies allegations of antisemitism, this is in
conflict with their invocation of classic antisemitic canards.
For example:

⇒ Toben has stated, "We see how difficult it is for
the Jews to abandon their hate-filled Talmudic tradition"
[AI 10/11/94 and 9/95] .

⇒ Muirden has written to Christian clergy describing Jews as the “Anti-Christ”,
claiming “The mainline Christian churches have given in too much to Jewish interests
and have been exploited by them”, while “The Jews have tried to destroy Christianity
ever since it was established. They have now infiltrated it to the extent that they are
steadily judaising it” [letter to clergyman 12/3/97].

⇒ Brockschmidt has spoken of “The cunning and craft behaviour of powerful Jewish
groups in the financial world, in the world media, in global culture, in world politics and
in practically all aspects of life" [open letter to the leaders of world Jewry 20/6/96].

WHITE SUPREMACY AND DENIAL OF ABORIGINAL HISTORY

With racism at their core, it follows that the hate propagated by the AI is not limited to
Jews, but extends also to Asians and Aborigines.

Muirden has expressed the AI’s white supremacist views,
having spoken to the Australian League of Rights, on "Is
there a threat to the survival of the White Race? Is
'Racism' being used as a social weapon against the Anglo-
Saxons-Celts in Australia (and against the white races
overseas, for that matter)?" [On Target 17/2/95]. He has
praised the League for doing “a great job educating
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- David Brockschmidt
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“One World
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patriots about our British roots and Christian civilisation” and has warned of the “Asian
invasion” and “One World mongrelisation”. He contends that European civilisation might
end with “the whimper of degeneration and miscegenation, as a mongrelised racial
conglomerate appears... Our survival is at stake” [New Times 4/95].

Their pattern of denial of history extends to Aborigines,
with Toben claiming that "Australia's Aborigines originally
came from southern India – thereby short-circuiting the
silly story that their origin lies on some 40,000 year
Dreamtime mythology" [AI website], and that Aboriginal
land rights threaten "our national unity and national well-
being" [New Times 11/90].  Speaking to the League of
Rights, Muirden described the Mabo decision as a “Black
Australia Policy”  [6/3/1995]. When Toben tried on
talkback radio in 1984 to draw then Prime Minister Hawke
into a parallel between apartheid and Australian land
rights legislation, Hawke dismissed the comparison, noting
that it was based on "the most distorted sort of logic"
[Ibid.].

Predicated on conspiracy, their denial extends to the relationship b
contending, “The mind-set of those who believe in the existe
chambers is the same as that of scientists who believe in t
hypothesis” [Truth Missions 2/5/1994]. Their penchant for fac
uncontrollable, with Toben disputing that the Greenhouse effec
[Horsham Mail-Times 7/11/90], and his giving consideration to 
Bryant's massacre at Port Arthur was a government plot to ena
disarm Australians as part of a "New World Order" [Toben's diary, A

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q. “Surely they’re not denying the Holocaust, but merely the extent 

A. The Adelaide Institute concedes that while a small number of J
Second World War, they perished in the same way that others did
disease and slave labour. What they deny however, is that there w
of extermination of the Jews by the Nazis, i.e. the Holocaust.

Q. “Isn’t it part of academia to discuss and reevaluate history as new

A. On a daily basis, bona fide academics and academic journals
various details of the Holocaust. By contrast, rather than employi
research standards of universities, AI research is based on con
dispense with historical facts in order to support a racist agenda.

CONCLUSION

What began as a badly typed one-page flier has become an organ
of hate-fostering activities. In August 1998, Toben organised
Revisionists Conference in Adelaide with leading Holocaust denier
part either in person or by video hook-up, including Arthur Butz (U
Jürgen Graf (Switzerland) and Robert Faurisson (France). With t
became an important player in the worldwide Holocaust denial m
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Toben travelled to California to speak at the conference of the Institute for Historical
Review, which is at the centre of global Holocaust denial efforts. Australia is clearly being
targeted by the international Holocaust denial movement and the AI is at the forefront of
their assault.

Despite the small size of the organisation, through their website they can reach anyone,
anywhere, at any time. Indeed, Jewish organisations have received complaints from
school students researching essays who, after doing a keyword search on the word
“Holocaust”, arrive at the AI site. At the time of writing, a judgement is pending from the
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission as to whether the AI website is in
breach of the Racial Discrimination Act.

The AI has actively sought academic avenues for propagating their ideas. For example, in
1996 Brockschmidt and Toben attended and disrupted an Adelaide University continuing
education class called, “Hitler’s Germany: Will History Repeat?”. Brockschmidt made
numerous references to the Babylonian Talmud, and comments on Jewish Bolsheviks, the
Zionist plot, and the financing of the Nazis by the Rothschilds and Rockefellers. Most
attendees lodged formal complaints and the Director of Continuing Education wrote to
attendees apologising for the incident.

The activities of the AI are of concern not only in their own right, but also because
Holocaust denial is a pillar of thought unifying disparate far-right groups. As the foremost
purveyor of this idea in Australia the activities of the AI are of concern to all those who
wish to maintain a racially tolerant society.

Antisemitism and racism has always been innovative and Holocaust denial is no different
as another manifestation of white supremacy. Cloaked in terms of “academic” discussion,
Holocaust deniers represent the “respectable” side of neo-Nazism, hoping to evade the
censure of skinhead groups.

This makes informed vigilance all the more necessary.

FURTHER READING ON HOLOCAUST DENIAL
Books:
- Deborah Lipstadt, “Denying the Holocaust”, 1993.
- Pierre Vidal-Naquet, “Assassins of Memory”, 1992.
Articles:
- Danny Ben-Moshe, "Destroying the Truth: Holocaust Deniers in Australia", Generation

Journal, Vol.8 No.3, May 2000.
Websites:
- Holocaust Denial: An Analysis,

www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/1442/hol_den.htm
- Holocaust Denial in Australia,

www.holocaust.com.au/lb/denial.htm

Compiled by:
Danny Ben-Moshe, Executive Director,
and Benseon Apple, Director of Research & Public Affairs.

* Second edition, July 2000. Copyright © July 2000, B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation Commission Inc.
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